Indigenous Youth and Language

Language is identity

Language is history

Language is culture

Language is education

Language is a key element between the past, present and the future. 

Language is vital, it gives us the knowledge of our ancestors.

We, the indigenous youth, would like to address the UN Permanent Forum our point of view saving our languages. 

We acknowledge that limited economic activities weakens the preservation of indigenous languages. 

In terms of education, since we are not entitled of our own mother tongue, children who start school are often behind in terms of learning since they do not comprehend the majority language. Hence a lot of indigenous youth  are held back in their future studies leading to  

We acknowledge that without our indigenous language our cultural livelihood falls apart, and we lose ourselves. Languages not only a means of communication but a identity. The languages is a bridge over the gap between the past and the future, between the elders and the youth. Youth are the parents of tomorrow, and it is us who will carry on the culture

Recommendations/ actions:

· funds availability should b provided by the states to indigenous youth

· language projects should be inergratet into school education’

· young adults prioritized – they are the parents of tomorrow

